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ENSURING FREE
P O S T A L  D E L I V E R Y
USPS is  not  meet ing the Universal  Serv ice Obl igat ion to res idents

wi th in  the  c i ty  l im i ts  o f  Whi te  Sa lmon,  Wash ing ton

Photo by Geoffrey Squier- used with permission

W H Y  I T  M A T T E R S  -

?  C i t y  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  s p e n d i n g  n e a r l y  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  a  y e a r

o n  p o s t  o f f i c e  b o x e s  t h e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  h a v e  i n

o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  m a i l .  T h a t  n u m b e r  c o n t i n u e s  t o

i n c r e a s e  a s  p o s t a l  b o x  r e n e w a l  f e e s  r i s e :  t h e  a n n u a l

f e e  f o r  a  s m a l l  b o x  i n  2 0 1 8  w a s  $ 1 0 2 ;  t o d a y  t h a t

s a m e  b o x  i s  $ 2 1 0  a  y e a r .

?  In  201 l ,  t he  Wash ing ton  Leg is la tu re  requ i red

Vote  By  Ma i l  s ta tewide ,  wh ich  means any

ci t izen wishing to exerc ise thei r  r ight  to vote -  as

estab l ished in  the Vot ing Rights  Act  o f  1965 -  must

have  a  ma i l ing  address .  Wi th in  Whi te  Sa lmon,

tha t  means a  c i t i zen  must  cur ren t ly  pay  in  o rder  to

access th is  c iv ic  r ight .  Despi te the state declar ing

that  every e l ig ib le voter  receives a bal lot ,  current ly

c i t i zens  w i th in  c i ty  l im i ts  who cannot  a f fo rd  to  pay

for  a  PO Box are be ing denied the i r  r ight  to  vote .

?  D u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c  t h e  r e q u i r e d  i n - p e r s o n  m a i l

accep tance  and  d i s t r i bu t ion  fo r  i n - town  res iden ts

l im i ted  the  ab i l i t y  to  m i t i ga te  an  iden t i f i ed

exposure r isk for residents.

?  R e s i d e n t s  o n  f i x e d  o r  l i m i t e d  i n c o m e s  e x p e r i e n c e

i n c r e a s e d  f i n a n c i a l  s t r e s s  d u e  t o  f e e  i n c r e a s e s .

? Access to mai l  de l ivery is  a lso a heal th issue.

The Depar tment  o f  Veterans Af fa i rs  prov ides

approx imate ly  80% of  a l l  ou tpat ien t  p rescr ip t ions

to veterans v ia mai l ,  and studies have consistent ly

found tha t  ma i l -o rder  med ica t ions  are  assoc ia ted

wi th  reduced hea l thcare  cos ts  and  be t te r  hea l th

o u t c o m e s .

O V E R V I E W

Historically, residents within the city limits of

White Salmon have not been provided the
option for home delivery. Instead, residents
have been required to purchase a PO Box in

order to receive mail, while residents outside

of city limits receive home delivery via rural
carrier routes.

E F F O R T S  S O  F A R  -

Since 2020 the city has worked with the local
Postmaster to request a new contract delivery service

(CDS) route. City Council committed $85,000 in ARPA
funding to secure the necessary clusterboxes and
establish the physical delivery route. Creation of a new
CDS route has been on hold indefinitely, leading to a
higher prioritization of pursuing no-fee postal boxes.

? Since Spr ing 2023 USPS d is t r ic t  leve l  approvals  have not

been received and pursuit of a del ivery route has stal led

? Cur ren t ly  pursu ing  R777 des ignat ion  fo r  c i t y  addresses

in  order  to  rece ive  no- fee  pos ta l  boxes.

D E S I R E D  O U T C O M E
Imp lement ing  a  c i t y  de l i ve ry  rou te  in  coord ina t ion

wi th  USPS br ings  a  much-needed ma i l  de l i ve ry

opt ion  to  res idents  tha t  un t i l  now has  been

unavai lable.  Grant ing f ree PO Box access to res idents

not  on the del ivery route ensures equal  access to

the vot ing  r igh ts  g iven to  a l l  Wash ington ians,  as  wel l

as a no-cost opt ion to access the postal  service, a

fundamen ta l  pa r t  o f  ou r  na t i on .


