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To: White Salmon Mayor and City Council
From: Peter Wright
Date: 11/1/23

Issue: Based on WSMC 17.76, the city does not allow ADUs to be added to lots with 
existing nonconforming structures.

Recent staff findings indicate that the existence of a nonconforming structure on a lot precludes 
the addition of an accessory structure. The example below is from a simple boundary line 
adjustment decision for a former property that has since been sold (BLA 2023.001).

I see this as a “low-hanging” fix for several reasons:
● ADUs would be allowed on far more lots than they are today, especially those with older

homes
● Minimal code changes are needed to provide a clear resolution
● The existing language conflicts with the intent of the code, which is to prevent the

expansion of nonconformities

I believe that the above finding taje provisions of 17.76.090 for structural alternations of an
existing structure and missapplies them to new, detached structures. 17.76.090 itself also
presents a barrier to attached ADUs by unnecessarily regulating structural alterations in cases
where those alterations do not add to the nonconformity, and should also be revised to meet the
intent of the chapter in the Comprehensive Plan.

Without question, the code is riddled with issues like this, but this one happens to be a fairly
significant barrier to the type housing we are hoping to allow. While code changes addressing
setbacks may themselves bring many more existing structures into conformance, a few minor
amendments would greatly improve the code for zoning nonconformities that can’t be
anticipated. I’ve added a few below that are borrowed from a similarly small city, Friday Harbor
Municipal Code, 17.60.

● Add as 17.76.080 - Nonconforming Lots: A nonconforming lot may be used; provided,
that any structure or building erected subsequent to the date of adoption of this title shall
meet all other provisions of this title except minimum lot size.

● Revise 17.76.090
○ Remove: Normal repairs and alterations may be made to a lawful nonconforming

building, provided that no structural alterations shall be made, except those
required by law.

○ Add: A nonconforming structure may remain and be used provided that the
structure is not enlarged or altered so as to increase its nonconformity.

https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/FridayHarbor/#!/FridayHarbor17/FridayHarbor1760.html#17.60
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/FridayHarbor/#!/FridayHarbor17/FridayHarbor1760.html#17.60



